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TRAFFIC ISSUES — SOUTH WEST 
Statement 

HON Dr STEVE THOMAS (South West) [9.50 pm]: I wish to take this opportunity to talk about the approach 
of Easter. At Easter time, we know that half of Perth will be travelling down to the south west, and we wish them 
all a safe journey on their travels down there. There are a couple of traffic and planning issues that I want to address 
tonight. The first, obviously, is that we need to dual the lanes between Capel and Busselton on the Bussell Highway. 
That is an absolutely critical piece of infrastructure. Negotiations have been going on with the commonwealth on 
what we call Bunbury Outer Ring Road. Bunbury Outer Ring Road is an immensely problematic planning exercise. 
The southern half of that is a fairly short section, which is just about fully planned, almost fully purchased and 
could roll through as an investment from the southern end, so it goes from, effectively, the North Boyanup road across 
to Bussell Highway, bypassing Bunbury. The dualling of the Capel–Busselton section would make that road 
enormously safer for those travellers who want to come down and enjoy the best part of the Western Australian 
countryside in the south west corner. I think that is a critical piece of infrastructure, and I urge the government to 
have a serious look at dualling that lane in the southern part of Bunbury Outer Ring Road. The northern part is 
much more problematic: the route is not decided; it is the expensive part. I do not believe the $700 million price 
tag that Main Roads has previously put on it but that is the part that will wait for some years into the future. The 
southern half is a pretty easy no-brainer, as is the dualling of the road through Capel to Busselton. 

There is another issue that I want to raise; that is, when most people hit the roundabout on the eastern side of 
Busselton, they take Causeway Road into the city centre, which is the major thoroughfare. They can go up 
Layman Road much further east. Occasionally, we would like to encourage people going to the western end of 
Busselton to go further down through Queen Elizabeth Avenue or Fairway Drive further down. There is a traffic issue 
in the centre part of Busselton that I particularly want to address tonight. The planners and the City of Busselton have 
been trying for decades to find the most appropriate way to provide an alternative safe entrance into Busselton. On 
the books and in the planning for the City of Busselton there is an unbuilt road called Ford Road, which is 
a kilometre and a half or so to the eastern side of the causeway. It has been sitting there for a long time as a traffic 
management issue. The problem with the Ford Road proposal is that it runs along the edge of a Ramsar wetland, 
which is a critical piece of natural infrastructure as well. It has been put forward to the Environmental Protection 
Authority a number of times and has been rejected on environmental terms. However, the problem we have is that 
the City of Busselton simply presents a proposal to the EPA and the EPA says, “We don’t like that one.” 
A conversation has to be had between the government, the City of Busselton and the community of Busselton, 
saying, “What is the Ford Road, and particularly given the wetland construction, what makes this an 
environmentally acceptable proposal?” This is where we fall over. It has gone to the EPA at a state level. I think 
it was presented more recently in 2015 to the federal government because it also hits the Environment Protection 
and Biodiversity Conservation Act, being a Ramsar wetland, and it is a sensitive wetland. 

The City of Busselton is looking at an alternative that it calls Eastern Link.  The problem with Eastern Link is that 
it is a second-rate solution to the traffic problem. It is only a few hundred metres to the east of the causeway that 
currently exists. It also goes across the wetland. This particular bit of the wetlands is not Ramsar listed, but  
it is a wetland and it will also have some environmental problems. As the traffic study that was done back in  
2015 indicates, Eastern Link is a very poor second option for traffic management because cars are effectively taken 
in a very short distance to where they are going anyway. 

I would like the state government and the City of Busselton to get together to try to nut out under what 
circumstances Ford Road becomes an environmentally acceptable option compared with having effectively 
a second-rate traffic management and, to some degree, emergency management solution provided by Eastern Link. 
Although the City of Busselton is now putting up Eastern Link for approval, I hope it has not written off the 
Ford Road option because I think it is a far better option for traffic and emergency management. Causeway Road 
is currently the main avenue into town. If there is a major and significant emergency management risk and that 
road is blocked off, it is not much different from Eastern Link; there is no significant separation of those risk 
factors. From the point of view of an emergency management risk factor it is not a good outcome, and from a traffic 
management position it is a second-rate outcome. I absolutely understand that there is an environmental issue with 
building along the edge of a Ramsar-listed wetland, so I urge the government to talk to the City of Busselton and 
explore and examine to the fullest extent the potential construction that might be environmentally sound and 
sensitive, bearing in mind that the water flows will go from the wetland across. It will have a significant impact, 
but it is an important piece of infrastructure for Busselton residents. Busselton residents understand that they want 
the best of both worlds. They want the best outcome for traffic management, they want the best outcome for 
emergency preparation, and they also care very deeply about that Ramsar wetland. They have a huge connection 
to that, but there has to be a way, with goodwill at all levels of government—commonwealth, state and local—to 
look at this Ford Road option as the best, safest and most effective one, and we need to find a way to do that. 
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I know that that is not the Environmental Protection Authority’s way. The EPA hates it when people say, “Tell me 
what will work here?” That is not the way it tends to operate. It says, “Present us with an option and we will give it 
a tick or a cross.” To some degree, applications under the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 
work similarly, because they rely on the EPA at the state level quite significantly. The EPA does not tend to work 
that way. It does not look at something and ask what the best outcome is for the entire community. It tends to look 
at a single proposal and give it a tick or a cross. I am asking the government at all levels—the commonwealth 
government, the state government and the City of Busselton—to work together to look at the option that makes 
Ford Road acceptable, even on the edge of a Ramsar wetland. It is really where the water crosses the road, or goes 
under it, and the proposal for how that water flow is managed that is absolutely critical. There must be a way, if 
we are smart enough, to deliver a triple bottom line in this circumstance and we have not been able to do that to 
date. Let us not rush into Eastern Link. Let us look at all of the options. Let us have another look at Ford Road and 
see whether the best environmental outcomes can be reached with a little goodwill from all levels of government. 
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